


















































Professor V.T. Ivanov, Director of the Shemyakin Institute, that funds to continue
our exchange were available through the newly formed Russian Academy of
Sciences. With this letter of support in hand, we submitted a request to NSF for a
3-year Russian/American program in Undergraduate Biomolecular Manipulation.

The year also brought opportunity for a new collaboration with Marcello Sinis-
calco. A human geneticist of the first order, Marcello has based his life’s research
on the island of Sardinia, where his early studies provided evidence that the gene
for the blood disorder thalassemia provides protection from malignant malaria. In
the 1950s, he showed that thalassemia was restricted primarily to populations
living in lowland areas of Sardinia, where malaria had been prevalent. Our friend-
ship with Marcello dates to 1985, when, on sabbatical at Cold Spring Harbor
Laboratory, he and his family lived next door to Dave Micklos. Over the years,
Marcello had watched with keen interest the development of the DNA Learning
Center,

Several years ago, Marcello left his research position at Memorial Sloan Ket-
tering Cancer Center to assume responsibility for the development of a new
genetics research institute on the Sardinian coast—the Porto Conte Research and
Training Laboratories, which will open in 1992, Marcello's intent is to model his
new institution after Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, and, due to its location on
the warm waters of the Mediterranean Sea, he refers to the Porto Conte facility as
"Warm Spring Harbor." He envisioned public genetics education as an integral
part of the new institute and set about to gather support for a museum of science
modeled after the DNA Learning Center.,

Marcello invited Dave to Sardinia to participate in a week of "Disseminating
Scientific Culture,” March 18-22, sponsored by the Italian Ministry of Scientific
and Technological Research. Although events were held at universities and
science museums throughout the country, the Sardinian event was the largest
and most publicized in Italy. Participants included Nobel laureate Rita Levi
Montalcini and Piero Angela, a television science reporter whose phenomenal
celebrity is comparable to Walter Cronkite in his heyday. The need for DNA liter-
acy took on national scepe during a 50-minute program on Italian network televi-
sion, moderated by Piero Angela and Marcello Siniscalco, which included a 15-
minute documentary on the ONA Learning Center.

The proposed collaboration gained substance in December, when Marcello
received a major grant from the Italian Ministry of University, Scientific and Tech-
nological Research, to develop plans for a science museum at Porto Conte. Mar-
cello, in turn, subcontracted the DNALC to produce a mini-exhibit to be dis-
played in Sassari, Sardinia as a focal point of celebrations conducted there dur-
ing the Italian national "Week of Science,” in April. The "genetic video arcade" will
include four interactive computer modules, which will play several multimedia
programs developed with Hearst support-DNA Detective, DNA Diagnosis, and
Gene Therapy. Following presentation during the Italian Week of Science, the
video arcade will be installed at the Porto Conte Research and Training
Laboratories in anticipation of its own museum. Marcello's efforts, together with
the ltalian translation of DNA Science by the Piccin New Library, will likely estab-
lish ltaly as a European model for public genetics education.

Staff and Interns

In early spring, we recruited a new part-time staff member, Jane Conigliaro, to
take responsibility for expanding our programs for middle school students. With
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